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Name of the Sub-
committee

Terms of Reference (ToR)

Lead, Co-Lead and Member
Ministry/Division/Organizations

1. Sub-committee on
Preferential Market
Access & Trade
Agreement
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a. Suggest strategies to continue LDC specific preferential market
access in the. developed and developing countries for a certain
period (12 years) and to utilize the opportunities in WTO.

b. Suggest measures to retain LDC specific preferential market access
with flexible rules of origin for a certain period after graduation.

c. Suggest effective mechanism for obtaining GSP+ in EU after 2029
along with favorable Rules of Origin.

d.*Recommend strategies for the continuation of DFQF access (like
EU and UK) for the newly graduating countries in other major
export destination countries.

e. Identify potential trading partners for signing PTAs/FTAs/ CEPAs
by analyzing the studies conducted by Bangladesh Trade & Tariff

Commission and others (if any) and formulate strategy.

f. Develop negotiatin, tegies and prepare Bangladesh’s position

€st necessary reforms or amendment on trade related
rules/regulations and policies in initiating/signing FTA/

PTA/CEPA.

h’lSuggest time bound action plan with recommendations on

-

=
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Preferential Market Access and Trade Agreements.

Lead:

Secretary, Ministry of Commerce
Co-lead:

Secretary, Prime Minister’s Office

Members:

Ministry of Industries

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

National Board of Revenue,

. Economic Relations Division,

Ministry of Labour &

Employment

6. Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority (BIDA)

7. Federation of Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (FBCCI)

8. Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA)

9. Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA)

W L

2. Sub-committee on
Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR)
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a. Identify challenges and explore opportunities under WTO TRIPS

agreement.

b. Develop strategies for getting the extension of transition period

under Article 66.1 of the TRIPS agreement for a certain period
after graduation.

c. Develop strategies for the continuation of the waiver on TRIPS &

public health until 01 January 2033 for graduating LDCs.

d. Suggest strategy in developing local capacity and prepare to ensure

availability and affordability of medicine, vaccine and medicinal
products after graduation.

e. Analyze the impact on domestic industries and general public

health, if the waiver period is over in 2026.

f. Analyze the gaps on national IP issues other than pharmaccuncals

(legal, administrative and financial) in the WTO, WIPO and global
context and recommend measures for ensuring better enforcement
at the domestic level.

g. Suggest time bound action plan with recommendations on the

above.

Lead:

Secretary, Ministry of Industries

Co-lead:

Secretary, Ministry of Commerce

Members:

1. Ministry of Cultural Affairs

2. Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

3. Health Services Division,

4. Legislative & Parliamentary

Affairs Division

DG, Drug Administration

6. Registrar, Department of
Patents, Designs & Trademarks

7. Bangladesh Association of
Pharmaceutical Industries
(BAPI)

8. API Industry Representative

9. Intellectual Property
Association of Bangladesh
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Name of the Sub-
committee

Terms of Reference (ToR)

Lead, Co-Lead and Member
Ministry/Division/Organizations

3. Sub-committee on
WTQ Issues (Other
than market access &
TRIPS)

a Identify WTO inconsistent measures and legal sy.:ilcm:i in.cll-ldillg
subsidies, local content requirements, para-tariffs etc. that
Bangladesh are currently granting.

b. Develop strategy for the inclusion of Bangladesh in the Annex
VIl list of the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing
measures.

c.  Develop strategies for the inclusion of Bangladesh in Net Food-
Importing Developing Countries (NFIDC) list for Article 9.4
incentives to agricultural products.

Lead:
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce
Members:

I.  Mini
2

ry of Foreign Affairs
inistry of Agriculture
Ministry of Fisheries &
Livestock

Finance Division

National Board of Revenue

® e w s

i £ . E P ICT Division
d. tlz:ve'll::]mgotu:mg- stralc:%zs fqr mcorporaung the mlerc.s‘tvs (fl' Miiistey of bl Adiics
; y gra_ l'aatmg LDCs in the emerging WTO issues Federation of Bangladesh
(fisheries subsidies, e-commerce, WTO reforms etc.). Chsniber o Cimasarce sl
e. Formulate Bangladesh’s position on the participation in the Industries (FBCCI)
discussion on e-commerce, investment facilitation and MSMEs
(Micro Small & Medium Enterprises).
f.  Suggest time bound action plan with recommendations on the
above issues. °
4. Sub-committee on | a. Identify challenges and opportunities in the areas of investment, Lead:
Investment, market development & export diversification. Secretary, Prime Minister’s Office
Domestic Market bt Propose strategies for providing policy support for encouraging Co-lead:
Development & production of high quality, higher value-added products. S eoehety; MBSt Cotunarce
Export ¢. Identify what needs to be done to attract FDI and facilitate transfer | Members:
Diversification of technology and development of new products. 1. Finance Division

d. Identify capacity development needs of the public and private
sector to effectively deal with the challenges of LDC graduation.

e. Suggest how to build/acquire required skills for economic/trade
diplomacy and country mapping.

f. Develop strategies to ensure access to trade finance.

g. Suggest strategy for managerial & other skills enhancement, labour
productivity and strengthen research & development to address
LDC graduation challenges.

h. Suggest time bound action plan with recommendations on
investment, market development and export diversification.

2. Ministry of Foreign Affairs

3. Secretary, Ministry of
Industries

4. Ministry of Agriculture

5. National Board of Revenue
(NBR)

6. Secondary & Higher
Education Division

7. Technical & Madrasah

Education Division

ICT Division

9. National Skills Development

Authority

Bangladesh Investment

Development Authority

(BIDA)

Bangladesh Economic Zones

Authority (BEZA)

Bangladesh Bank

Federation of Bangladesh

Chamber of Commerce and

Industries (FBCCI)

P

10.

1L

12,
13.

5. Sub-committee
on Internal Resource
Mobilization &
Tariff Rationalisation

a. Identify challenges and exhume opportunities of tariff
rationalization for facilitating free/ preferential trade agreement.

b. Suggest strategies for gradual reduction of import duties/tariff
structure without compromising domestic competitiveness.

c. Prepare action plan to analyze current tax regulations and initiate
changes to make Bangladesh an attractive trading partner.

d. Propose business & tax-payer friendly reforms in revenue

Lead:

Senior Secretary, Finance Division
Co-lead:

Chairman, National Board of
Revenue (NBR)

Members:

1. Ministry of Industries
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Name of the Sub-
commitice

Lead, Co-Lead and Member

Terms of Reference (ToR
i e ) Ministry/Division/Organizations

_;uhninis-{ai_cjﬁ; which is conducive to enhancement of domestic 2. Ministry of Commerce
resource mobilization. 3. Financial Institutions Division
¢. Align tax policies and laws compliant with WTO regulations and 4.  Bangladesh Investment
intemational best practices in the post-graduation era. Development Authority
f. Suggest time bound action plan with recommendations on the (BIDA)
internal resource mobilization and tariff rationalization. 5. Bangladesh Trade & Tanff
Commission

6. Bangladesh Bank

7. Federation of Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (FBCCI)

8. Rescarch Organization (to be
adopted by sub-committee)

6. Sub-committee on | a. Identify challenges and opportunities for development financing Lead:
Smooth Transition & smooth transition for graduation. Sgc;e‘tary, Economic Relations
Strategy b. Formulate strategies to negotiate with the development partners to Division

Co-lead:

ti aduation chall . . -
siippott Tt mECHing gractiation w0y Secretary, Prime Minister’s Office

¢. Explore new windows for development financing and prepare
strategies accordingly.

d. Develop mechanism for collecting necessary information, conduct
analysis and submit report to UN CDP and do necessary analysis
and collect information for this purpose.

e. ldentify areas for graduation related research and take necessary

Members:

1. Ministry of Commerce

2. Ministry of Foreign Affairs
3. Finance division

4. Ministry of Environment,

actions in conducting the research. Forest & Climate Change
f. Prepare strategy for branding Bangladesh abroad - St_at_ls_ues & Informatics
g. Prepare detailed roadmap on smooth transition strategy. Dewision
6. Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority
(BIDA)

7.  General Economic Division
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